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her trade routes and her colonies on the opposite coast of
Africa. The former radiate like a fan from Marseilles as a
centre to North Africa, the Near East, the Far East and else-
where. The latter will have an added importance in the next
war as a source of man-power, in which France is deficient.
To enable her African troops to be called up, France has
to have command of the sea in a triangular area with vertex
at Marseilles, and with base stretching from Oran on the
western boundary of French Morocco to Tunis and Biserta
a long way farther east. This important triangle is dominated
by the British Fleet based on Gibraltar and Malta to pro-
tect the British trade routes that pass through it. That the
strength of this Fleet has to be sufficient to meet those of
France and Italy combined has led England to adopt her
two-European-Powef standard. As has already been pointed
out, the two-power standard is out of date and threatens the
independence of action of other countries, but England
has great difficulty in abandoning it. That is one of her
many troubles.
French counter-moves.
France has been hard put to it to meet this British threat
to her communications. The most desirable way would be
to provide herself with a Capital Ship Navy, but the state of her
finances does not permit of it. She has, therefore, concentrated
on small fast, cruisers well-armed, sea-going torpedo boats,
and submarines. She hopes that they, supported by her power-
ful air force, will ensure her communications with her
African colonies. She is also building large cruisers and sub-
marines for commerce-destroying operations outside the
Mediterranean.
Further, she hopes to counterbalance the superior
British Fleet with a superior air force. No reliable prophecy
can be made as to whether the development of the air arm
will cause any radical change in naval strategy, but it
will certainly alter naval operations. For one thing, it is
quite clear that a country, in spite of an inferior navy, can,
with a superior air force, control a large area near her own
coasts and can protect her lines of communication within
the radius of action of her aircraft. An air force has especial
importance for France and Italy, whose sources of supply are
close, those of the former being in Africa and those of the